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N Opera may be allowed to be extrava- 
A antly lavifh in its Decorations, asits only 


efign is to gratify the Senfes, and keep — 


‘up an indolent Attention in the Audience. 
Common Senfe however requires, that there fhould 
be nothing in the Scenes and Machines which may 
appear Childifh and Abfurd. How would the Wits 
of King Charles's Time have laughed to have feen 
Nicolint expofed to a Tempeft in Robes of Ermin, 
and failing in an open Boat upon a Sea of Patte- 
Board? What a Field of Raillery would they have 
been let into, had they been entertain’d with paint- 
ed Dragons {pitting Wild-fire, enchanted Char- 
riots drawn by Flanders Mares, and real Cafcades 
in artificial Land-skips? A little Skill in Criticifin 
would inform us that Shadows and Realities 
ought not to be mix’d together in the fame Piece; 
and that Scenes, , which are defigned as the Repre- 
fentations of Nature, fhould be filled with Refem- 
blances, and not with the Things themfelves. If 
one would reprefent a wide Champian Country 


filled with Herds and Flocks, it would be ridicu-. 


lous to draw the Country only upon the Scenes, 
and to crowd feveral Farts of the.Stage with 
Sheep and Oxen. This is joining together Incon- 
filtencies, and making the Decoration partly Real 
and partly Imaginary.. I would recommend what 
{ have here faid, to the Dire@tors, as well as to 
the Admirers, of our Modcin Opera. 


As I was walking the Streets about a Fortnight 
ago, I faw an ordinary Mellow carrying a Cage full of 
little Birds upon his Shoulder; and, as 1 was won- 
dering with my felf what Ufe he would put 
them to, he was met very luckily by an Acquain- 
tance, who had the fame Curiofity. Upon his 


asking him what he had upon his Shoulder, he told 
him, that he had been buying Sparrows for the 
-Opera. Sparrows for the Opera, fays his I"riend, 
licking his Lips, what are they to be roaited? No, 


no, fays the other, they are to enter towards the 
end of the firft A&ct, and to fly about the Stage. 





This ftrange Dialogue awakened my Cutio- 
fity fo far that I immediately bought the Opera, 
by which means I perceived that the Sparrows 
were to aét the part of Singing Birds in a delight- 
ful Grove : though upon a nearer Enquiry I found 
the Sparrows put the fame Triek upon the Audi- 
ence, that Sir A4urtin Mar-all pra&tifed upon his 
Miftcefs; for, though they flew in Sight, the Mu- 
fick proceeded from « Confort of Flagellets and 
Bird-calls which was planted behind the Scenes. At 
the fume time 1 made this Difcovery, 1 found by 
the Difcourfe of the Aétors, that there were great 
Defigns gn foot for the improvement of the 
Opera; that it had been propofed to break down 
apart of the Wall, and to furprize the Audience 
with a Party of an hundred Horte, and that there 
was actually a frojeét of bringing the New-River 
into the Houfe, to be employed in Jetteaus and 
Water-works. This Projeét, as 1 have fince heard, 
is poft-poned "till the Summer-Seafon ; when it is 
thought the Coolnefs that proceeds from Foun- 
tains and Cafcades will be more acceptable and 
refrefhing to People of Quality. In the mean time, 
to find out a more agrecabie Entertainment for the 
Wintcr-Seafon, the Opera of Rizaldo is filled with 
Thunder and Lightning, Illuminations, and Fire- 
works; whicl the Audience may look upon with- 
Gut catching Cold, and indeed without much Dan- 
ger of being burnt; for there are feveral Engines 
filled with Water, and ready to play at a Minute’s 
Warning, in cafe any fuch Accident fhould st 
However, as I have a very great Friendthip 
for the Owner of this ‘Theater, I hope that-he has 
been wife enough to injure his Houte befete he 
would let this Opera be aéted in its. ; 


It is no wonder, that thofe Scenes thould be 
very furprizing, which were contrived by two Poets 
of different Nations, and raifed by two Magi- 
cians of different Sexes, Armida (as we are told 
in the Argument) was an Jinazons:an Enchantrefs, 
and poor Seignior Cajaxt (as we learn from the 
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Perfons veprefented) a Chriftian Conjurer (AZags 
Coarijtiano.) 
zied to find how an Amazon fhould be verfed in 
the Black Art, or how 2 Chriftian fhould deal with 
the Devil. 


_ To confider the Poets after the Conjurers, I 


fhall give you a Tafte of the Italian, from the. 


firt Lines of his Preface. Eccoti, benigno Let- 
tore, un Parto di poche Sere, che fe ben nato di Not- 
te, none pero aborto di Tenebre, ma fi fara conof- 
cere Figlio d’ Apoilo con qualche Raggio di Parnaffo. 
Behold, gentle Reader, the Birth of a few Evenings, 
wich tho’ it be the Offspring of the Night, is not 
the Abortive of Darknefs, but will make it felf 
known to be the Son of Apollo, with a certain Ray of 
Parnaffus. He afterwards proceeds to call Seig- 
nior Hendel the Orphexs of our Age, and to ac- 
quaint us, in the fame Sublimity ot Stile, that he 
Compoted this Opera in a Fortnight. Such are 
the Wits, to whote Taftes we fo ambitioufly con- 
_form our, felves. The Truth of it-is, the fineft 
Writers among the Modern Italians, exprefs them- 
felves in fuch a florid form of Words, and fuch 
tedious Circumlocutions, as are ufed by none but 
Pedants in our own Country ; and at the ‘fame 
time, filltheir Writings withfuch poor imaginations 
and Conceits, as our Youths are afhamed of, before 
they have been Two Years at the Univerfity. Some 
may be apt to think, that it is the difference of Ge- 
nius which produces this differencein the Works of 
the two Nations ; but to thow there is nothing in 
“this, if we look into the Writings of the old 
ftaliaws, fuch as Cicero and Virgil, we fhall find 
that the Englijb Writers, in their way of thinking 
and expiefling themfelvcs, reiemble thofe Authors 
much more than the Modern Italians: pretend to 


do. And as for the Poet himfelf, from whom the. 


Dreams of this Opera are taken, I muft entirely 
agree with Monfieur Boileaz, that one Verfe in 
Firgil, is worth all the Clawcant or Tinfel of 
Tajo. 


But io return to the Sparrows ; there have been 
to many Flights of thera let loofe in this Opera, 
that it is feared the Houfe wil! never get rid of 
them ; and that in other Plays, they may make 
their Entrance in very wrong and improper Scenes, 
fo. as to be feen flying in a Lady’s’ Bed-Chamber, 
or pearching upon a King’s Throne; _befides the 
Inconveniencies which the Heads of the Audience 
nay fometines futter from them. I am credibly 
informed, that there was once a Defign of cafting 
into an Opera, the Story of Wittington and his Cat, 
and that in order to it, there had been got together 
a great Quantity of Mice ; but Mr. Aich, the Pro- 
prictor of the Play-Houfe, very prudently confide- 
red that it would be impoffibie for the Cat to kill 
then ail, and that confequently the Princes of his 
Stage might be as much infefted with Mice, as the 
Prince of the Ifland was before the Cat’s arrival up- 
onit ; for which Reafon, he would not permit itto 
be Aéted in his Houfe. And indeed I cannot blame 
him; tor, as he faid very well upon that Occafion, I 
do not hear that any of the Performers in our 
Opera, pretend to equal the famous Pied Piper, 
who made all the Mice of a great Town in Ger- 
many follow his Mutick, and by that means clear- 
ed the Place of thofe little Noxious Animals. 


Before 1 difmifs this Paper, I muft inform my 
Reader, that.1 hear there is a Treaty on Foot with 
London and Wife, who will be appointed Gardiners 


1 muft confefs 1 am very much puz- ° 


of the Play-Houfe, to furnish the Opera of Rinalde 
and Arizida with an Orange-Grove ; and that the 
next time it is Aéted, the Singing Birds will be 
Perfonated by Tom-Tits : The Undertakers: being 
refolved to {pare neither Pains nor Mony, for the 
Gratification of the Audience. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


The Original and Inftitutica of Civil Govern- 
ment Difcufs’d, viz. 1. An Examination of rhe Patriarchal Scheme 
of Government. II. A Defence of Mr. Hooker's Judgment, &c. a- 
gaint the OLjeGions of fcveral late Writers. To which is added, 
A large Antwer to Dr. F, Artcrbury’s Charge of Rebcllion : In 
which the Sub ‘tance of his late Lxtin Sermon is produced, and fully 
Examin'd. By Benj.Hoadly, M.A. ReGor of St. Peter’s poor. The ad 
Edition. Printed for J.Knapton at the Crown in St. Paul’s Church. 
yard: Where may be had Mr. Hoadly’s Meafures of Submiffion 
the 3¢:Edition, and his Defence of Epifcopal Orditration, in 8vo. 

Newly pabjiih’d, : 

A Colle&ion of Ocbates, Reports, Orders and Re- 
folutions of the Houft of Commons, touching the Right of Ele@ing 
Members to ferve in Parliament for the {.veral Counties, Citics, Bur- 
roughs, and Towns Corporate, ia Englend and Wales. Together 
with feveral Ancient Charcers aad Extras out of Domefday-Book, 
end other Recor:'s relating to the faid Right. None ever before 
printed. Printed for B. Lintote at the Crofj-Keys between the a 
Temple Gates in Bicetftreet. Price 12s. 

PefocRive made Bafic:'Or, The Art of Rerrefent- 
ing all manner of OLj-&s as they appear to the Eye in all Situations. 
Containing the Eiemen:s ef Defigning and Painting. Iluftrated with 
above Fifty Figures in Copper. Written Originally in French. By 
B-inard Lamy, Frieft of the Oratory, and faithfully. tranflated into 
Englith, by an Officer of her Majeity’s Ordnance. Sold by W.Taylor 
at the Ship in Patur Nofte:-Row; where may be '.? the Compleat 
ene, with Bigures reprefenting the mo.. . :ccffary Po- 

ures. pL} - 

Political Aritheatick ; or, A Difcourfe concerning 
the Extent and Value of Lands, People, Duillings, Husbandry, Manu- 
tacture, Commerce, Eethery, Artizans, Seamen, Soidicrs; Publick Re- 
venues, Laterelt, Taxes, Superlucration, Regiltrics, Banks, Valuation of 
Mea: Increafing of Seamen, of Militias, Harbours, SiteationgShip- 
ping, Power at Sea, &c, as the fame relates to every Country inge- 
neral, but more particularly to the Territori:s of Her Majefly of 
Great Britain, and Her Neighbours of Hollacd, Zealand, and Francé, 
By Sic Wm Patty, late Fellow of the Royal Society. Sch by H. and 
G. Morthock at the Pheenis inSt. Paul’s Church-yard. 

Juft publith’d the 3d Edition of, 

- The Works of the Right Reverend and Learned 
Eackicl Hopkins, lace Lord Bithop of London-Derry in Ireland, Col- 
le&ed into one Volume. Containing, I. The Vanity of the World. 
It; A PraGical Expofitionon the Ten Commandments. III. An Ex- 
pofition on the Lord’s-Prayer,; with a Catechiftical Explication 
thereof, by way of Queftion and tnfwer. IV. Several Sermons and 
Difcourfes on divers important Subjeé&s. With en Alphabetical Ta- 
ble to the Whole. Printed for J. Robinfon, A. and J. Churchil, J.Tay- 
or, J. Wyat, and D. Midwinter. 

The Compleat Geographer: or, The Chorogra- 
phy and ey of all the known Parts of the Earth. (To which 
are premifed an Introduction to phy, and a Natural Hiftory of 
the Earth and the Elements.) Containing, 1. The Situation, Bounds, 
Climate, Soil, Hiftory, Trade and Cuftoms of afl the Countries of the 
Earth. 2. The feveral Provinces of every Kingdom. 3. The Prin- 
cipal Cities and confiderable Towns defcrib’d. And all neceffary 
Pieces of Natural Hiftory. The whole comprifing the Subftance of 
at leaft 150 Rooks of Medsrn Travels dige‘ted into Local Order, 
whereby the prefent State of the World is truly fhewn and the Ob- 
folcve ancl Pabulous Accounts of former Writers expung’d. To which 
are added Marsof every Country. The 3d Edition. Wh:rcin the De- 
feriptions of Afia, Africa arid Amcrica are compos’d ancw from the 
Relations of the beft and moft Modern Travellers. In one Volume in 
Folio; Printed for A. and J.Churchill in Pater-nofter-Row and Tim. 
Childe in St. Paul’s Church-yard. mae 

The 4th Kdition of, The new Affociation of thofe 
call’d Moderate Cliurch-Mefl with the Modern Whigs and Fanaticks 
to Undermine and Blow up the prefent Charch and Government, 2 
Parts. Pr.ts 6d. The 3d Edition of Caffandra, but hore not, icll- 
ing what will come of it ; 2 Parts. Pr. as. 6d. The Memorial of the 
Presbyterians,&c. Pr. ts. The 2d Edition of the Memorial of the 
Church of England, humbly offer'd to the Corfideration of all true 
Lovers of our Church and Conftitution; with Remarks u>on the 
whole Parapraph by Paragraph. Pr. 1s. The 2d Edition of the Cafe 
of the Church of Englard’s Memorial fairly ftatcd, with a Parallel be. 
tween that and the Dict of Poland. Pr. ts. The 3.1 Edition of.Dr. 
Sucheverell’s Charset of a Low-Churchman. Pr 6d. and his Rights 
of the Church of Eaglaod Affrted and Proved , 2d Edit. .Pr. rs. 64. 
Galienus Redivivus; or, Marthcr will out: Being a true Accours 
of the De-Witrisg of Glencoe and Gaffney,8&c. Pr. 6d. Fuéticn nif- 
play’d. Moderation Difplay’d. 6:1. each, Hudibras Rediviv:s, in 24 
Parts, by F.\Ward. 6d.cach. Rif--t Be--it; concerning fome Rematk- 
ables of that Thing. Pr 6d. All fold by G.Sawbridge in Little-Britain 





LONDON: Printed for Sam. Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little Britain; 
and Sold by 4. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane ; where Advertifements are ne, 
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